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STUDENT VOICES

Below is a story written by a VEP student about her experience as an immigrant. To submit a student-written

story, essay or poem for future editions of the newsletter, email volunteer.english@volunteerenglish.org,

Student Vera Zinavenka finds similarities between life in the 1800s

American prairie and her childhood in Belarus.

| started reading the book “Farmer boy”, because it is the next one
after the book “Little house in the big wood”. | have not yet finished
reading the book “On the banks of plum creek”, because it is the
fourth in a row.

This book is interesting, but it’s a little difficult for me to read
because there are a lot of new words. This book describes the life of
a farmer and his family. The main character of this book is a nine-
year-old boy named Almanzo. He talks about his life on the farm.
He lived with his mother, father, older brother and two sisters. He
was the youngest in the family.

The winters were very cold. They went to school and returned from
school at dusk. Children of different ages studied in the same class.
They had the same teacher. After school they helped their father on
the farm. The farm had many cows, calves, bulls, pigs, and also a
poultry barn. The children helped feed them, clean the barns and
milk the cows. Then they had dinner. Mom cooked a lot of food.
The children were hungry and wanted to eat, but they could not
start eating until dad asked for a blessing from God, then sat down
at the table, and only after that could all family members sit down
at the table and start eating. In the book, the author describes
respect for father and mother. If the children did not listen to their
father, the father punished them, they were flogged.

The whole family worked very hard on the farm. The children got
up at five o'clock in the morning and fed the animals before school.
When there were severe frosts, dad would wake up in the middle of
the night and wake up the animals so that they could walk or run
and thus warm themselves so as not to freeze. Mom also worked a
lot. She cooked a lot, washed, cleaned, and she also made threads
from wool and knitted socks and mittens, hats. They had a loom
and she wove linen.

Vera with VEP Tutor
and Board Member
Mary Vilter

When there was a lot of work, my father invited neighbors to help them. | also read that in winter
they cut the ice on the pond and flattened it, sprinkled it with sawdust and it was stored like that
even in the summer. Because there were no refrigerators yet and food was stored in ice. Mom even

made ice cream.

I remember this kind of ice sprinkled with sawdust from my childhood. When | was 11-12 years old, |
went to help my aunt milk the cows on the farm. There were no refrigerators then, and cans of milk
were lined with ice so that the milk would not spoil while it was being delivered to the dairy plant.
Then it was interesting to see the ice in summer. And our farms were not private, but state-owned.

Now | understand that in America they cut ice in 1870, and in my country they cut ice back in 1970.
The development of my country has lagged behind for a hundred years. It's very sad to realize this.


mailto:%20volunteer.english@volunteerenglish.org

SPRING/SUMMER 2024

VOLUME 34, ISSUE1

TUTOR SPOTLIGHT

Hamilton Tutor of the Year

Congratulations to Cheryl Glasgow, the most recent recipient of VEP’s
Hamilton Tutor of the Year award.

Cheryl Glasgow, a native Midwesterner, and now a local West Chester
resident, joined VEP at the start of the pandemic, taking the tutor training
course on Zoom along with her husband. In this brief time, she has
contributed over 400 hours of instruction to two young women. Cheryl finds
time to support VEP through participation in peer workshops, annual
summits, and as a Tutor Training Ambassador with her current student.

Cheryl’s passion for language took hold while teaching at a Berlitz School in
Germany. Her previous career as a Speech and language professional
continues to serve her student and our organization well. She continues to
study Spanish and pursue her own interests in literature and art history, in
addition to her work with VEP.

Cheryl embodies the spirit of the award’s namesake, VEP founder June
Hamilton. With this award, we recognize her commitment to the ideals of
education and the “ripple effect” it has upon the children and family

members of the students she teaches.

Touch a Life - Change the World

Shannon Almquist writes about what her students have taught her.

In my twenty years of tutoring, it’s been clear that everyone has a story, yet with a
common situation... conflict.

After working with students from Mexico, Iran, Japan, and Puerto Rico, | began
working with a 32-year-old pharmacist from Ukraine, named Anastasiia. Her
husband Vlad’s tech company offered him a chance to work for a couple of years
in America, and they saw it as an adventure.

They arrived in January of 2022, the month before the Russian invasion of their
country. Imagine what it must be like to live in Paoli, Pennsylvania, while your
relatives in Lviv, Kiev, and Zhaporizhia are having their lives and homes blasted
apart. Imagine Vlad, who knows that if he were home he would be in the army
defending his beloved country. Now imagine that Anastasiia is six months
pregnant and that she is here with no mom, aunt, sister, or friend to experience this
coming event. She has learned that labor and delivery are not about workers for
Amazon!

English is a hard language.. Each week we spend a third of the time reading
stories, writing, and working on vocabulary and grammar. But the remainder of
the time Anastasiia talks (part of the VEP goal, by the way!) and shows me pictures
of her country, giving me news that has not yet been on television. They phone
Ukraine each day, and the news is sad. My task with her now transcends English
tutoring.

For three hours each week, | listen. | learn. And | gain appreciation and give thanks
for my free country.
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BUILDING CONNECTIONS

Global Gathering

Thank you to everyone who
helps us continue this four-
decade tradition. As in years
past, tutors and students will
gather again this November
for an afternoon celebrating
unity, diversity and friendship
with an international potluck
buffet.

Highlights from Global Gathering 2023

Virtual Silent Auction

This past spring, VEP held its first-ever Virtual Silent Auction. With active bidding taking place up to
midnight and donations arriving in the week following, these efforts resulted in raising over $10,000
for our organization. This would not have been possible without the remarkable quality and variety
of items, the generosity of our donors, and the participation of enthusiastic bidders. Your
participation helped us continue to provide the essential resources we need to remain available,
accessible, and affordable for all students.

Just a few
of our Auction Winners!

Student Ambassador Noemi
& her sister with assorted
jewelry;

tutor & author Betsy Ritchie &
tutor Janet Mennies with
Betsy’s children’s book;

Board Member & tutor Mary
Vilter & her husband Paul at
Andiario restaurant;

the Sargrads at a Phillies
game;

Advisory Council member Lou
Beccaria with 2008 World
Series Charlie Manuel-
autographed baseball.
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FUNDER NEWS

VEP reaches deep into every Chester County community. Through the support of foundations, we are actively

involved in the following efforts.

United Way of Chester County
United Way of Chester County’s (UWCC) Community Impact and Innovation

Grants primarily address issues related to building financial stability and self-
sufficiency for individuals and families, helping children and youth achieve
their potential, and improving health and well-being for all, with a priority
emphasis on food insecurity, stable housing, and mental and behavioral

health. UWCC remains focused on serving ALICE (Asset Limited, Income

Constrained, Employed) households and addressing the needs of United Way
disadvantaged and at-risk individuals and families in Chester County by of Chester County
funding effective and targeted programs and services.

This grant will enable VEP staff to recruit volunteer tutors and welcome new English language speakers. Upon
learning English, these individuals are able to seek housing and better-paying employment opportunities,
complete paperwork for health insurance, obtain a driver's license, and establish community relationships that
directly make a meaningful and lasting impact as residents and workers of Chester County.

CCRES

This grant from CCRES, a leading non-profit provider of educational and behavioral
health services, will provide ongoing support to meet a surging demand for tutoring

PY @ services to approximately 300 English language learners annually for an average of
- 100 hours of instruction per student.
. (4
\X/ ccnis This includes:
EDUCATIONAL & BEHAVIORAL e Intentionally matching new adult learners with a tutor with consideration given

HEALTH SERVICES
www.ccres.org

to time availability, geographic proximity, and shared life experiences

Inviting all students to participate in VEP’s customized portfolio assessment
which includes English proficiency progress, functional gains impact, and self-
reports of increased confidence and independence in conversational English
Engaging and empowering our local communities to support our mission, which
includes attending local school districts’ ESL Family Nights to speak with parents
and by providing several public-facing tutor information sessions throughout the
year

Partnering with Head Start to provide opportunities for parents to participate in
English language instruction in a safe environment at the same time that their
children are learning in a safe educational environment

For regional immigrants who must balance work and family demands, VEP’s
accessible and affordable model is often the best option, if not the only source of
support in our community for our students.

PHILANTHROPY

VEP is fully funded through philanthropy and grants. We are grateful for all of the supporters who believe in our

mission..

Donor Advised Funds

A donor advised fund, or DAF, is a charitable investment account for the sole purpose of supporting charitable
organizations you care about. When you contribute cash, securities, or other assets to a donor advised fund, you are
generally eligible to take an immediate tax deduction. Then those funds can be invested for tax-free growth. You can
recommend grants to virtually any IRS-qualified public charity, including VEP. The Chester County Community
Foundation is one of several resources that oversees DAF gifts to VEP annually.

How Donor Advised Funds Work

e Fund your account

¢ Receive an immediate tax deduction

¢ Personalize your DAF account

¢ Invest your DAF assets for growth

e Support your favorite charities, now or in the future
e Use your fund to make a gift now

¢ Create a legacy gift
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Kimberton Whole Foods’ Rounding Up at the Register

VEP is grateful for our long-standing partnership with Kimberton Whole
Foods, which again selected VEP as its August “Rounding Up at the Register”
recipient. Customers shopping at the market’s Malvern location were able to
round up to the nearest dollar at checkout, with the difference donated to
VEP and 100% of those donations generously matched by Kimberton Whole
Foods. Together, we raised a combined $7,096.56. We’d like to extend special
thank you’s to Director of Marketing and former VEP tutor, Becca Settle, as
well as Outreach Coordinator Morgan Updyke and cashier Michael, who didn’t
pass up any opportunities to tell his customers about all the ways in which
VEP helps change the lives of our immigrant neighbors - and their tutors!

Phoenixville Farmers Market

Thank you to the Phoenixville Farmers Market for supporting our community
outreach and to all who stopped by our table at the market this summer.
Staff and active tutors, including Joan D’Alessandro, Barbara Lombardo,
Dara Roberts, Cecelia de Frietas, and Eleanor Joseph Pect, came together to
spread the world about VEP, which resulted in interest from more than 50

prospective tutors.

Fourth Annual Chester County Open Tennis Fundraiser

The 4th Annual Chester County Doubles Tennis Tournament was in full swing over

Labor Day weekend, with support from USTA Middle States and Tennis Addiction
Sports Club. The tournament, run by Event Chairperson T.T. Krishnagopal and
Tournament Director Anthony Dececco, was held indoors at Tennis Addiction in
Exton, raising over $7,000 for VEP. Tournament organizers were presented with a
Certificate of Recognition from Chester County Commissioner Eric Roe for their
outreach to the community over the past few years. All proceeds benefited the

Volunteer English Program and the West Chester Food Cupboard.

Dine out for VEP at Rivertown Taps

Don’t feel like cooking? Stop by Rivertown Taps on 226 Bridge Street in
Phoenixville on September 18th. Open since 2021, Rivertown Taps features a
self-pour tap wall and innovative menu focused on seasonal, locally sourced
ingredients. Chef and owner Lewis Leiterman will donate 15% of proceeds
from meals purchased between 5 pm and closing towards VEP books and
technology. For those who can’t attend this event but would like to contribute

to VEP’s Book Fund, click here.

An Evening Around the World Fundraising Gala

Please join us on Thursday, October 17th at Penn Oaks Country
Club in West Chester for our annual fundraising gala. The
evening will feature wine pairings, food and music as well as
inspirational stories from VEP Student Anastasiia Lunova and

rh T4 rB Vi N
WCU professor & world-renowned cellist Dr. Ovidiu Marinescu. AN EVE |\ I N (&
For sponsorship opportunities, tickets and more information, AROUND

visit volunteerenglish.org/donations/gala/.

THE

WORLD



https://secure.volunteerenglish.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=5
https://volunteerenglish.org/donations/gala/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to our New Staff Members!

”"Though she be small, she be mighty” could be our new team
tagline. All under 5’37, our five woman team speaks 6
languages, holds 14 degrees and professional certificates, and
keeps VEP running smoothly. Working together, the team has
started and completed a number of exciting projects,
developed new requirement methods, trained more tutors,
and raised funds to keep the work going!

Madison “Maddie” Geiger (Program Coordinator) holds a B.A. in Linguistics from Stony Brook University. She
is a New York state-certified teacher of TESOL in PreK-12th grade, and has worked with students of all ages. A
long-time interest in foreign languages, cultures, and history brought her into the education field, and she has
been embarking on adventures of learning ever since. After being awarded a Fulbright grant in 2022, she
spent a year living and teaching in South Korea. Her experiences abroad played a large role in her desire to
make Chester County a more welcoming and accessible community for immigrants. Through VEP, she hopes
to help create new opportunities for adult learners in their careers, community, and learning.

Samantha “Sammi” Weiss (Program Coordinator) holds a B.A. in communications, an M.A. in literary and
textual studies, and graduate certificates in women and gender studies and TESOL, and Ed.D. in educational
leadership. She has taught college courses and tutored students privately for eight years across a variety of
subjects, including English as a new language. In addition to her staff role, Sammi is also a VEP tutor. She
believes that language training creates opportunities and she is excited about the pathways that VEP opens
for its learners!

Katie Parsell (Development Associate) holds a master’s degree in applied Youth, Family, and Community
Education from Penn State University and a Bachelor of Science in Speech Communications from Mansfield
University of Pennsylvania. Her experience lies in the higher education and nonprofit worlds, where she taught
undergraduate students and adjudicated high school youth, and led disaster preparedness for the five
counties in Southeastern Pennsylvania. With a strong desire to bring her diverse professional experience to
immigrants and English language learners, Katie looks forward to finding opportunities for VEP to further its
mission and ability to empower individuals.

GET INVOLVED

Tutor Training

We are grateful to the numerous seasoned tutors who have accepted
new students and others who have returned to active service. VEP’s
virtual Tutor Training Workshops continue to fully prepare volunteer
tutors to teach English to our 100+ person waiting list of non-native
speakers who live or work in Chester County. We are experiencing
higher demand to serve students in Phoenixville, West Chester and
Coatesville, specifically for evenings and weekends.

e Interested in learning more about tutoring? Join us at a Virtual
Information Session on September 5th at 6 pm. Email
volunteer.english@volunteerenglish.org for the zoom link or more
information.

¢ Ready to become a tutor? Registration is now live for our next Tutor
Training Workshop, which will be held over three evenings on
September 24th, September 26th & September 30th. To register,
visit volunteerenglish.org. Please note that while workshops are
virtual, a hard-copy Tutor Training Guide will need to be picked up
at the VEP office in West Chester the week before training starts.
Pick-up dates will be provided after registration.
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Volunteer English Program
in Chester County

790 E. Market Street, Suite 215

West Chester, PA 19382

Phone: 610.918.8222

Fax: 610.918.8223

Email: volunteer.english@volunteerenglish.org
www.volunteerenglish.org
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A text version of this newsletter is
available for translation in 50 languages
by visiting the VEP website.

If you’d like more information about any of the articles in this
newsletter, please contact volunteer.english@volunteerenglish.org.
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